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Working Group D2 Cable Systems (IEEE 525) 
Meeting Notes of May 9, 2017 – Richmond, VA 

 
 
Chair: Debra Longtin/D.J. Moreau 
Vice Chair: Vacant 
Secretary: Brian Farmer 
Tech. Editor: Vacant 
 
Meeting called to order by the outgoing Chair, Deb Longtin, at 8:03, welcoming members and 
guests.   
 
Total attendance: 22; Members 9; Corresponding Members 1; Guests 12   
 

Steven Brown Guest 

Buhle, Kevin Member 

Campbell, D Jim Member 

Chavis, Michael Member 

Dietzman, Bruce Guest 

Durham, Carolyn Guest 

Farmer, Brian Secretary 

Gaetz, Alan Member/ Vice Chair 

Graves, Arthur Member 

Khan, Kamran Guest 

Kipness, Michael Guest (IEEE SA) 

Longtin, Debra Chair 

 
Lulseged,Robel Guest 

Maniego, Reggie Guest 

Merryman, Jeff Guest 

Moreau, DJ Member/ Chair 

Patel, Shashikant Member 

Patel, Shashi Corresponding Member 

Poda, Anil Guest 

  

Santos, Oscar Guest 

Tabarraee, Kam Guest 

Wu, Xuan Guest 

  

1. Members and guests introduced themselves. Deb then turned the meeting over to DJ as 
the new chair. (DJ was approved to take over as chair position last year.) 

2. The pre-par slide was shown regarding call for acknowledgement of any potentially 
essential patents and duty to inform. No responses were received.  

3. DJ reviewed the meeting notes from the Atlanta meeting in May of 2016 and the JTCM 
meeting in New Orleans in January. No corrections or additions were identified. Brian 
added a recap of events since the May 2016 meeting, which included: 

 Guide was approved by the Standards Association board on June 30th. 

 The SA editors then reviewed. Comments were received from them on Sept. 19th. 

 Working group officers reviewed and addressed their comments and returned the 
document to them on October 28th. 

 All comments were resolved with the editors by November 8th. 

 Guide was approved and given a publish date of November 15th. 

 Deb Longtin notified the working group of approval on November 22nd. 

 525 was the Featured Standard in the December IEEE SA monthly Newswire. 
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4. Tutorial discussion: Jim reported that he had tried, unsuccessfully, to get a meeting 
together and was not able to attend JTCM and have a meeting of the task group as 
planned.  So, no progress to date. Jim committed that he would still lead the tutorial. 
Should not be too much effort to update the presentation. If we do a tutorial, it should be 
at the next Substations Committee spring meeting to still be timely (need to commit by 
February). Noted that the prior presentation (after the 2007 publication) was given several 
times. Copies of various versions were located and will be made available. Task group 
members are: 

 Jim Campbell, Lead 

 Mike Chavis 

 Kim Nuckles 

 Art Graves 

 Shashi Patel 

 Craig Preuss (to be confirmed) 

Jim will contact Craig Preuss to see if he is willing to present or at least prepare some 
slides on the fiber optics. Jim will set up monthly meetings for the group. 

5. Par process. We currently do not have a PAR. DJ presented a flowchart showing the 
overall standard development process. Previous PAR was submitted Feb. 2011. Drafting 
the standard took about 4 years. It was finally published in Nov. 2016.  

6. Brian and DJ had a conference call with Craig Preuss and other leadership of the PSCC 
regarding coordination of the standard with communication folks now that the C0 group 
moved to PSCC. DJ is trying to connect with John Fuller, new chair of SC6. Craig and 
others will be broaching the subject this week also at their PSCC meeting in Albuquerque. 
One question is whether the PSCC is intending to create a new standard which would 
then create overlap with ours. Michael Kipness from SA shared that there is no strict rules 
on numbering complimentary documents. The group discussed merits of keeping as one 
document or splitting out the communications part.  

The group consensus was to keep all the fiber and communication information intact in 
one standard. Some thoughts around this position included: 

 The examples in the guide relate to and rely on the communications information now 
in the guide. 

 Substation engineers need this kind of info – and will be more reliant in the future as 
the digital substation takes hold – so they need it in one place. If the guide is split 
then they need to buy and refer to two standards. 

 We would still need on-going coordination with the PSCC even if we handed over the 
communications part to be sure we don’t get out of synch. 

 The WG intentionally wanted to get this information into the guide. 
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7. General comments: There seems to be a lot of European standards referenced in the 
Fiber optic sections. Are there some US equivalents? Would it be useful to put together a 
questionnaire to see what trends are developing, issues design engineers face, feedback 
on the standard, etc.  However, it is recognized that it is hard to find the right person to 
respond. One option is to send it to those who were part of the ballot pool. If we do a 
survey, it would be best to do before finalizing the PAR.  DJ will think about it. 

8. Working group leadership: Mike Nadeau is still interested in vice chair, but he is assuming 
chair of D8 the turnkey group.  Since he needs to focus on that, Alan Gaetz has 
volunteered to be the vice-chair. Brian will continue as secretary for one more year. Adam 
Zook has resigned as technical editor, but that position can be filled later when we start 
working on the document. 

9. Working group web Page: DJ volunteered last year to update the webpage. IEEE SA 
gave him some guidance. He showed the group a draft of the new webpage based on 
WordPress. Members should be able to upload documents as needed. One suggestion is 
to publish contact information for members in the password protected page. Also 
suggested to keep working drafts of the standard available and also store figures, tables, 
pictures, etc. used in the standard as they will be needed by the editor for the next 
revision. Group had no objection to the new web page. Expect to go live by June 1.  DJ 
will also look into handling a questionnaire through the website. 

10. Next meeting will be at the JTCM, January 7-11 in Jacksonville, FL. Items: Follow up on 
questionnaire, review comments from last ballot to see if there are specific items or trends 
that merit re-visiting, work on tutorial and meet with PSCC to discuss coordination. 

Meeting notes will be posted on the website. WGD2 Cable Systems in Substations 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:20. 
 
Respectfully submitted by  
Brian Farmer, Secretary 
 

http://ewh.ieee.org/cmte/substations/scd0/wgd2/basefile.htm

