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Working Group: SDN based Middleware for Control and Management of Networks
Project: IEEE P1930.1
Meeting Minutes May 11th, 2017 – 14:00 to 15:00 GMT
Chair: Pranav Jha
1. Call to Order
a. Roll Call
List of Participants, who attended the meeting are provided below in the Annexure - I
2. Motion #1: Move to approve the Agenda for the May 11th, 2017 meeting
a. Motioned by: Dr. Charles Parker
b. Seconded by:  Danny M Brennan
c. Discussion : None
d. Unanimously approved

3. Motion #2: Move to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 18th April 2017 of the working group 
a. Motioned by: Danny M Brennan
b. Seconded by: Dr. Charles Parker
c. Discussion : None
d. Unanimously approved

4. IEEE Patent Policy

a. Call for Patents 
i. No potentially essential patents claimed
5. Establishment of Officers
a. No nominations were received for the positions of Vice Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer till now, hence the Working Group agreed to extend the date of nomination till 31st May 2017
b. In response to a question by Dr Margi, the election process was explained by the Chairman. It was mentioned that if there are more than one nominations for a particular office then the voting members of WG shall have to elect an official through voting (electronic ballot through e-mail sent to the elections officer).
6. Entity Presentations / Technical Presentations or Discussions :
Purpose and Scope of the Recommended Practice (Standard):
Chairman updated the members that online discussions are ongoing over Purpose & Scope. Chair also requested the WG members to share more inputs on the Purpose and Scope. 
Arghyadip Roy requested for a separate call for discussion on the Purpose & Scope, it was agreed to by Dr. Parker. Chairman to send an e-mail to WG members for the same.

7. New Business & Unfinished Business
a. Outline of the Recommended Practice: Volunteers requested for the preparation of the Outline
b. Dr. Jun Liu wanted to understand the difference between IEEE SDN/NFV standardization and the one done by major industrial organizations. Dr. Liu also mentioned that Huawei apparently has its own SDN standard. Dr. Liu also wanted to understand what may happen if IEEE standard contradicts with vendor’s private version.
In response to the queries from Dr. Liu, Chair indicated that the products to manage and control IEEE 802.11 based Access Points(APs) are available in the market but in general these products use proprietary interfaces to manage the APs and equipment from different vendors are not interoperable with each other, i.e., they do not follow a common standard. Moreover some such products may be based on the SDN paradigm but many others are not. These products also do not support management and control of 802.22 based base stations. Chair also mentioned that one of the key goals of the working group, IEEE 1930, should be to reach out to industrial organizations and involve them in the standardization activity so that they become stakeholders in the standardization and also follow the IEEE standard to build their products so that the issue of contradiction between their products and IEEE standards gets resolved.
The following paragraph, which was not discussed during the meeting may also be considered in this regard:

The key difference between a standard developed by a body like IEEE and one developed by single Industrial organization is the acceptability of the standard in the market. A standard developed under a body like IEEE stands a better chance of being accepted by a large number of vendors as opposed to the one developed by a single industrial organization. That is why, bulk of the standards (even though developed by Industrial organizations only) are developed as part of one of the standardization bodies or consortiums, e.g., IEEE, IETF, ETSI or Open Networking Foundation. A standard developed by a single organization w/o involvement of other organizations may not be accepted by other organizations and is likely to lead to issues like interoperability. 

At the same time it should be understood that an IEEE standard is in general may not be binding and an organization is free to make products which may not follow IEEE standard but follow its own standards and therefore contradictions between such products and IEEE standard may very well happen.

8. Next meeting
a. Next Meeting #5 – 20th June 2017, 14:00 – 15:00 GMT (online meeting)
Joining details - to be shared through the wordpress website and e-mails
Tentative Agenda:

i. Updates on the Election process

ii. Meeting Plan for the next one year 

iii. Discussion over Purpose and Scope of the Standard

iv. Discussion over the outline (table of contents) development

9. Motion #3: Motion to adjourn the meeting 

a. Motioned by: Danny M Brennan
b. Seconded by: Dr. Cíntia Borges Margi 

c. Discussion : None
d. Unanimously approved
e. The meeting was adjourned at 14:45 GMT
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